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‒ Documentation
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Airport Land Acquisition



Federal Funding for Land Acquisition
• Airport Improvement Program (AIP) & IIJA Funds
• AIP Handbook: Section 3-81

“It is FAA policy that costs associated with a land 
acquisition (such as appraisals, legal fees, etc.) are not 
allowable until after the sponsor has submitted evidence 

satisfactory to the ADO that the sponsor will obtain  
“Good Title” to the land.”

Airport sponsors must not submit payment requests until 
these conditions are met.

Copies of the recorded grant agreement are required to be 
provided to the FAA before payments are allowed.



Steps to Process a Land Grant

Task Description

Preliminary O&E 
Information

Gather in advance of preparing scope of work.  If there 
are encumbrances, sponsor attorney review to 

determine what actions (i.e. extinguish, subordinate, 
other?) are necessary to conform with Section D.2.2.3 
of Appendix D of the Land Acquisition AC 150/5100-17.  

Normally, the FAA  expects rights be extinguished.  If an 
easement interest is being acquired, existing 

encumbrances can't have the potential to interfere with 
the rights the sponsor is seeking to acquire.  Existing 
rights that need to be addressed must be included in 

the NEPA for the proposed project.

Must-have documents to receive federal funding reimbursement



Good Title
• Focus area for the FAA
• Consider budgeting for Good Title activities in the Planning 

Grant – same time you are budgeting for the Exhibit A tasks
• AIP Handbook definition:



Steps to Process a Land Grant

Task Description

Survey

Drawing and legal description that includes necessary 
design surfaces and other relevant info from the ALP, 

as applicable.  Recommend recording the survey as an 
exhibit to the conveyance document.

Must-have documents to receive federal funding reimbursement



Steps to Process a Land Grant

Task Description

Scope of Work Acceptance by the FAA of Prime and Subconsultant 
scope of work prior to contract execution.

Appraisal

Must be completed by a licensed (state & federal) 
professional; it is recommended that person have 

experience with aviation projects. The appraiser should 
have experience in eminent domain proceedings. 

Review Appraisal Must be completed by a licensed (state & federal) 
professional.

Relocation Plan
See Chapter 4 of Land Acquisition AC 150/5100-17 & 

Chapter 4 of Land Acquisition and Relocation 
Assistance for Airport Projects FAA Order 5100.37B.

Must-have documents to receive federal funding reimbursement



Appraisal & Review Appraisal



Relocation Plan



Steps to Process a Land Grant (Continued)

Task Description

Initial & Final Written Offers

Initial offer must match appraised 
value.  If there is a final written offer, 

it would be based on the 
administrative settlement.

Rationale for Administrative 
Settlement (if applicable)

Sponsor to provide rationale based 
on Section 3.3 of the Land 

Acquisition AC 150/5100-17.  It is 
recommended the FAA accept 
rationale prior to executing a 

purchase agreement, so they know 
the extent of the FAA's financial 

participation.
Execute Purchase Agreement or Court 

Order

Must-have documents to receive federal funding reimbursement



Steps to Process a Land Grant (Continued)

Task Description

Record Conveyance Document

Most likely an executed warranty deed, 
quit claim deed, or easement document 
depending on the specific situation and 

requirements of the project that 
transfers rights from the landowner to 

the airport sponsor.

Certificate of Title (if applicable) or 
Final Title Opinion

Certificate of Title applies to Torrens 
property.  The certificate will always 

identify rights others have to the 
property.  Title opinion applies to 

Abstract property. Registered Property 
Opinion applies to Torrens property.  

Format needs to conform to Figure D-1 
Sample Certificate of Title found in AC 

150/5100-17.
Sponsor Certification of Real 

Property Acquisition FAA Form 5100-133 completed

Itemized Costs & Invoices See Appendix Q. Land Projects of the 
AIP Handbook.

Must-have documents to receive federal funding reimbursement



Sponsor Certificate of Real Property Acquisition



Steps to Process a Land Grant (Continued)

Task Description

Updated Exhibit A Property Map
Update the whole airport, if that has not 
occurred yet, or update to add specific 

info on parcel acquired.

Record Grant Agreement

FY14  grants and later include a special 
condition that the grant must be 

recorded at the County Recorders 
Office before any payments can be 

made on the grant. 
Address Additional Grant 

Requirements (if applicable)

Obstruction removal, building removal, 
anything else added to the grant needs 

to be addressed.

As-Built ALP

Update all ALP sheets that shows the 
new fee or easement acquisition in 

conformance with Standard Operating 
Procedure #2 and submit to the FAA 

and State for approval.

Must-have documents to receive federal funding reimbursement



Exhibit A Property Map



Airport Land Releases



Land Release Determination

• FAA retains authority to regulate land use for parcels 
acquired using federal funds.

• For parcels not acquired with federal funds, the FAA 
does not have authority to regular land use
‒ Other FAA grant assurances are still in effect that govern 

fair market value, compatible land use, and maintaining 
an updated ALP and Exhibit A Property Map.



Land Release Determination

• Purpose:
‒ To allow the airport sponsor to use the land, that is no 

longer needed for aviation-related purposes, for non-
aeronautical uses, such as commercial development

• As documented on your Airport Layout Plan (ALP)

• The FAA requires revenue generated from non-
aeronautical land use be reinvested in the airport for 
aeronautical improvements.



Land Release Documentation

• Written land release request
• Exhibits of property being considered
• Follow FAA Order 5190.6B, Chapter 22

‒ Expected use of disposed property
‒ Copies of applicable deeds for the land to be released
‒ Survey/diagram of areas to be released, including a 

legal description in a text form that can be copied
‒ Current and future ALP pages
‒ Exhibit A Property Map
‒ Appropriate NEPA environmental review document
‒ Appraisal



Exhibits and Parcel IDs
• Parcel numbers match Exhibit A Property Map



Exhibits and Parcel IDs
• Height limitation maps can document standing 

airspace requirements on released property



Standard Covenants for Land



Applying federal share of proceeds of AIP 
funded land:



Project Tips, Tricks, & Strategy



Project Tips, Tricks, & Strategy

• Engage FAA early-on in the process!
‒ The FAA needs to determine if they have approval 

authority on the properties to be released
• Get concurrence on eligibility
• Make sure parcel numbers on the ALP and Exhibit A 

map match the parcel numbers identified in the 
paperwork and within the grant

• Outside help is useful for negotiations with property 
owners adjacent to the airport



THANK YOU!


