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• FAA policy & standards
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Background

• Critical Aircraft & 
Regular Use Advisory 
Circular (AC) issued in  
2017 – key consideration 
in FAA decision making 
on project justification
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Background

• MnDOT has made a 
significant investment in 
weather reporting
– Currently 76 AWOS or 

ASOS systems

• Airport planning 
documents 

– In the past airports used wind 
data from other airports

– Many airports have their own 
AWOS & data shows primary 
runway orientations are good, 
often with 95%+ coverage
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https://www.dot.state.mn.us/aero/navigationsystems/awos-map-online.html
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FAA Funding Policy

• Airport Improvement Program (AIP) 
Handbook is the published policy for AIP 
funding (FAA Order 5300-38D) 

– ADO can only fund a single runway unless the ADO 
made a specific determination that one or more 
crosswind or secondary runways are justified 
(Appendix G, Section G-2 in FAA Order 5100.38D Change 1, AIP Handbook)
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FAA Funding Policy
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• Before planning a project on a runway, the ADO must 
determine the type of runway (primary, secondary, 
crosswind or additional)
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FAA Funding Policy

• Additional runway – runway that is not a 
primary runway, a secondary runway, or a 
crosswind runway
– It is not unusual for a two-runway airport to have a 

primary runway & an additional runway, with no 
secondary or crosswind runway

– ADO can only designate a runway as a secondary 
runway or crosswind runway if it meets the specific 
operating and justification parameters in Table G-1
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FAA Funding Policy
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FAA Funding Policy
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Critical Aircraft & Regular Use 
Determination

• Advisory Circular (AC) 150/5000-17 (6/20/2017)

– Critical aircraft – the most demanding aircraft type, 
or grouping of aircraft with similar characteristics, 
that make regular use of the airport

– Regular use – 500 annual operations, including both 
itinerant & local operations, but excluding touch-and-
go operations
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Critical Aircraft & Regular Use 
Determination

• Runway type categorization – define the 
role of each runway
– Identify which runway is primary – consider & apply 

planning judgement
• Runway utilization

• Approach & departure capabilities (IFPs), including minima, 
type, etc.

• Runway length & width

• Runway pavement condition 

• Proximity to airport infrastructure (e.g. terminal, FBO, 
hangars, etc.)
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Only one primary runway
at an airport
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Critical Aircraft & Regular Use 
Determination
• Other runways – define each runway’s role

• Does the primary runway have less than 95% (<95%) all-weather 
wind coverage for the applicable Runway Design Code (RDC)?
– If yes, the next runway is a 

crosswind runway if it 
contributes to necessary 
wind coverage & has 
regular use of the aircraft
needing crosswind 
coverage on that runway

– If no, the next runway is 
either a secondary runway
or an additional runway
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AC 150/5300-13B, Appendix B
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Critical Aircraft & Regular Use 
Determination

• Does the primary runway operate at greater 
than 60% (>60%) annual service volume (ASV)?
– Or, without the secondary runway, would ASV exceed 

60%?

– Rule of thumb:  at least 120,000 annual operations are 
needed for a secondary runway

• If yes, the next runway is a secondary runway as its needed for 
capacity

• If no, the next runway is an additional runway
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Critical Aircraft & Regular Use 
Determination

• Rules of thumb that aren’t supportable for 
FAA funding participation
– Backup runway 

– “Airport wants it”

– Prior grants issued (sunk costs)

– Benefit cost analysis shows positive value to retain

– Diversions

– Preservation for some non-specific future aviation 
need beyond what is in the forecast

• If we lose it, we will never get it back
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Critical Aircraft & Regular Use 
Determination

• Runway type designations are not
permanent
– Revisions can be made when better data is available 

or a clarified role in the runway becomes apparent

– Runway eligibility & justification will be reevaluated 
in advance of project implementation
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Example

• Runway type is 
a crosswind for 
A-I/B-I ops

• Longer & wider 
than AIP eligible

• Sponsor has the 
option to fund 
the difference
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Example

– 75’-100’ would be AIP 
eligible depending on 
visibility minimums

• Sponsor has the 
option to fund the
difference
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Questions

Gina Mitchell, AICP, Community Planner

Federal Aviation Administration
Dakota‐Minnesota Airports District Office, Minneapolis Office
6020 28th Avenue South, Room 102
Minneapolis, MN 55450
T (612) 253‐4641
gina.mitchell@faa.gov
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